


Magazine Design 
Part 2: Designing Interiors 

When designing a magazine interior, the goal  
is to present information in a way that is both 
visually compelling and well organized.  
 
Legibility is the most important component.	




The grid system is used in graphic design as a 
way to organizing content on a page.  
 
Grids are used in newspaper and magazine 
layouts. They organize information into rows 
and columns of text, images, margins, etc.  
 
These guidelines define the basic elements 
such as the headlines, text and photos, but also 
the space between these elements.  

Magazine Design 
Using the Grid System 



The advantage to working with this system is 
that it simplifies the design process by providing 
the basic structure for each page.  
 
The designer can easily place text and images 
into a multi-page document without redesigning 
every new page. 

Magazine Design 
Why Use a Grid? 



A designer can use a single grid, or several 
different ones throughout a publication to 
develop a consistent, unified look.  
 
A well-developed grid system allows for 
interesting variations while the overall 
layout remains unified. 	


Magazine Design 
Why Use a Grid? 



Grids are invisible on the final, printed piece, 
but during the layout process a designer 
uses the rulers and guidelines in layout 
software to place the page elements. 
 
When choosing the type of grid to use, it is 
important to know what your visual elements 
are and how they will go onto the page.  

	


Magazine Design 
Why Use a Grid? 



Many types of grids can be used in a design. 
Different types of grids can be used on design 
projects, depending on how text or image heavy 
a piece will be. 
 
A few commonly used grids are two, three and 
four columns with a top header.  
 
Another way to create a grid is to divide the 
page vertically and horizontally into squares 
and use these to position the elements on your 
page. 
 

Magazine Design 
Types of Grids 



Layouts using a lot of text and few or no 
graphics might employ a simple system  
using just one, two or three columns.  

Image source: http://dmweb.free.fr 

Magazine Design 
Types of Grids 



Magazines, which often combine a number of 
images with text, can benefit from a grid 
comprised of rows and columns of squares.  
 

Image source: http://www.tasveerarts.com 

Magazine Design 
Types of Grids 



A simple grid can be applied by simply dividing 
a page into three sections vertically and three 
sections horizontally.  
 
This uses the Rule of Thirds to create a layout 
with balanced proportions.  

Magazine Design 
The Rule of Thirds and Golden Mean 



Golden Mean: visually harmonious proportions 
that also work well as the basis for grids. 
 
Bsed on proportions calculated by the 
Fibonacci sequence 0, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34, 
etc… 
 
Rule of thumb: grids using odd numbers are 
more visually interesting than those using even 
numbers.  
 

Magazine Design 
The Rule of Thirds and Golden Mean 



After developing a grid system  
in your design, you can extend 
elements out of the grid.  
 
If one of the elements in the layout 
is larger than a single grid unit, you 
can resize the image to fit into two 
or more units across the page.  
 
Text boxes, photographs and 
headers can span across columns 
or rows and even extend onto the 
other page in the spread. 

Image source: http://agroove.net 

Magazine Design 
Beyond the Grid 



Margins: These keep the boundary 
of the page by setting top and 
bottom, left and right guides at a 
specific distance from the edges.  
Margins  prevent information from 
accidentally being cut off during 
printing by keeping it a safe distance 
from the edges of the page. 
 
Alleys: White space between design 
elements on a page. Depending on 
how you've set up your grid the alleys 
may run horizontally, vertically, or 
both directions on your page.  
 
Gutters: The inside margin between 
two pages on a spread.  

Image source: http://www.jalehafshar.com 

Magazine Design 
Important Terms 



Spreads are two pages of a magazine that open next to one another. 
 
When designing magazine content, it is important to think of spreads instead of 
designing single, stand-alone pages. This ensures flow and unity between pages. 

Image source: www.finitesite.com 

Magazine Design 
Think “Spreads,” Not Single Pages 



In publication design it is important to establish a strong hierarchy, 
organizing the information by size, font and/or color according to 
its level and importance.  
 
The visual hierarchy should be well-organized and logical, and 
should demonstrate contrast between the different areas of text.  

Magazine Design 
Creating Hierarchy 



Headers: Indicate the name of the article. 
These are the largest and most visually 
prominent text areas on a page. Headers can 
experiment with unusual typographic treatment 
and decorative or script fonts if appropriate. 
 
Subheads: Indicate secondary information in 
an article. Subheaders often indicate the 
transition from one line of thought to another 
within a body of text. 
 
Body Text: The main copy is the most dense 
and longest section of text, and should be set at 
a significantly smaller size than the header or 
subhead.  
 
It is important to use a readable font that is 
large enough to read without squinting, as well 
as proper kerning and leading, for maximum 
legibility. 

Image source: http://fighterdiet.com 

Magazine Design 
Creating Hierarchy 



Jump lines: Text that indicates an article is continuing on another page.  
 
Jump lines should contrast from the main text in order to set this information 
apart. Techniques include setting this information in italics, bold face or another 
color than the article.  

Magazine Design 
Making Information Stand Out 



End Signs: Bullet points or graphics inserted at the end of an article.  
End signs signal the end of a story to readers.  

Magazine Design 
Making Information Stand Out 



Pull Quotes: quotations or highlights pulled 
from the article and set apart, usually at larger 
size, different font and color from other text.  
 
Pull quotes emphasize important parts of the 
story and create a visually interesting graphic 
element.  

Image source: www.finitesite.com 

Magazine Design 
Making Information Stand Out 



Certain elements, such as page numbers, should always stay  
in the same location on every page.  
 
Text within an article should keep a consistent look, even when the 
article continues on another page.  
 
Keep column widths and sidebars consistent. 
 
Keep all type treatments unified throughout the entire publication; 
all headers, subheads, body copy, jump lines and end signs 
should retain the same appearance throughout the issue.	


Magazine Design 
Consistency 


